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Summary
The play is a comedy of fictional embarrassing realities.  A humorous UK news reporter has been instructed to write an exciting  new article on real truth in politics in 2014.  So he must research and explore real truth. He chooses to study  real truth interactions in three environments:  family, business and political life.  
He finds the task intriguing but much more complicated than he ever imagined.  He continually adds stimulating comments, which appear as  new thoughts in the actors in each scene,  to excite them towards new interactions and perhaps new perception about real truth. 
The very different  characters in each act of  play to finally resolve what they jointly believe about real truth. Perhaps as they begin to laugh, they can learn to change? 
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Act 1 –  Family

At the home for breakfast:
Brian – old old doctor  -  father

Katie – active aging doctor -  mother

Michael – dynamic son 19 years computer expert

AVIER - HUMOROUS NEWS REPORT

My editor has told me to do some research  to write a new inspiring article on real  truth in 2014. I don’t usually research the news, I just live it and make it exciting to report.

Of course I believe in real  truth but is may be a bit complicated in ever changing world of 2014 with Facebook and Twitter.  

My impossible problems so far seem to be:

Do we really need real truth? 
Or is it too painful?

Should  we compare, past, present and future truths with reality?

Perhaps we can avoid it?
Does the way we think about truth, affects the way we live our lives? 
Do we really have to do it?
Right and wrong seem to depend on our family view of real truth.
But are there so many different versions?
Does past real truth only exist privately inside our heads?
Is remembering it really important or useless?

So I am going to start my research on with truth, real truth, with  the family.  A father  Brian,  an old MD father 77 years,  a mother Kate a powerful MD  63 years and  a son Michael,  a revolutionary  young computer man  of 19 years.

Let’s see what is going happen when they explore truth, real truth,  together in the family.

ACTION

Brian:  I feel great today!  Such a lovely  unusual breakfast Kati. Did you enjoy it Michael
Michael:  Of course, I cooked it with a little help from Mother.

B: Did you  really? Is that truthful?

Katie:  More or less, but I seem to be do all the work.
M: Yes mother, but it was my idea and recipe which I got during my computer studies at London University.  We have a very adventurous student group living in the flat. English, Chinese, African and French,  with many different recipes for breakfast. 

B: Oh thank you, Michael.   I want us all always to tell the truth, the real truth  in this family. 

K: Even if it hurts?
M: Not much real truth in the world, father. Not in the media,  or politics.
B: True,  but  we must be absolutely truthful in the family!
M: Really?  Have just been to church again, father?

B: Actually yes. Last month. But that doesn’t matter.  Now tell me.  Do you get along truthfully with the other students?

M: Yes, we are very polite.  Of course we never speak  about truth. We all believe things.  

B:  Ridiculous. So as students you never question what you deeply believe is true or not?  
K:  Brian, as an MD with WHO experience for so many years, perhaps we all have experience about truth in life. We don’t discuss it. Too complex.  We just cling to old beliefs. When they are questioned, we shut up right away, and hold on to them anyway. Truth is only a matter of perception
 B: Absolutely not!  You say people believe what is not true, and yet hold on to it anyway. So hard for me to believe it of you with a catholic family background.  But surely we all real truth is needed for a happy family life?
M: An old illusion, Father. Agreed Mother?
K: Oh dear do I have to respond?  My feelings have changed so much.

HUMOROUS NEWS REPORT
Time for me to add  comments to excite and amuse them…

American girl marries Lebanese man and has three children. She loves jogging every morning. 
A married Lebanese man jogs and follows her. 
They have an affair. 
She tells her husband she will leave him and the children and go to live with the jogger. 
Trouble is she doesn’t believe he wants to live with her. 
Husband objects and she replies: ¨¨I am American. I can do what the hell I like!!.  
Now that is a complex inter-cultural family  real truth problem, for us to resolve!  Ready?  No. Let’s avoid it for the moment.

M:  Oh dear!  That is tough Mother, so the truth can be very painful.  Not much truth in the media.
B: True but  we must be absolutely truthful in the family! Come on Michael. We have all got to be honest and tell the truth.

K: Really? Well you are so old Brian. When I ask you how you are, you don’t tell the real truth, you always play the same game and say,  you are well, even though you are old and falling apart.

B: Well I don’t want to bother you with my senile aches and pains. Truth about the past does get a bit emotional.
K: And about the future too, Brian. So the present seems to be our only hope for the real truth.

M:  No, non  mother. It all truth depends on our personal emotions and perceptions.  
B:  Oh dear! Absolute rubbish.

M: Really? Well, for example, if a woman asks you if her new dress is wonderful, what would  you say if you thought  it was terrible? 

B: Good question. I would be polite. I would say: ¨¨Very interesting!¨¨ There you are … truthful and no damage!  It is difficult, Katie, but we must teach children to be honest, select  and speak real truth?

M: Another wonderful Illusion Father!  Children are arseholes. They don’t speak  the truth. In my school they used to do and say terrible things..

B: Terrible things? But you went to the best international school in London.
M:  Yes and I got bullied, like crazy all the time. Children will do anything to get cash and what they want. Truth is irrelevant to them.
K: That is a bit hard to believe.  But Brian, perhaps you too, with your character, are not always completely honest with me. At your age, father you don’t see or hear very well so I don’t expect you to learn too much more about the present real truth of the way the world works for young people at university.

B: Oh. So let me ask an embarrassing family question. Your mother seems to spend her whole day working so hard on her computer and research, but always dressed in her nightie and dressing  gown. You seem to be always in boxer shorts. Do you sleep in them too? No pyjamas any more? 
M: No I sleep naked.

B: Alone or with your girl friend?

M: All depends.

B: I don’t know much about the love life of you young people nowadays. Do all the girls at university sleep around?
M: All depends.  I have a very handsome friend who meets girls and after five minutes brings them home in our flat to sleep.

B: After only five minutes-


M: No, he sometimes waits for 10 minutes of chat. He is a good hard working student who needs continual reinforcement.

B: Sexual reinforcement? Is that not a bit dangerous?

M: Yes. He says he always wears a condom. 
B: Condon. 

M:  But he also say he always takes it off half way through. Can never remember why he does it.

K: Perhaps he secretly wants to become a father.

M:  Pregnancy?  No bother they are all on injected prevention. But then some chaps  wait 2 days. Sometimes they wait for the girl to say:¨¨How about now?¨¨

B:  I am in shock at this real truth. Do all girls at your university sleep around now-

M:  Yes, some girls sleep around all the time. But we believe that is disgusting.

B: Disgusting? 

M: Oh and you take a little more real truth, father, in London at the Oak Tree Bar things really happen fast.

B: Really happen fast. I am too frightened to ask what happens.

M: Desperate people meet for sex right away. So that is where they go. Meet others and right away, on the side table. Nobody bothers.

B: Have you been there, Michael. 

M: Yes, once or twice. It is very entertaining, but not ,my thing. Some desperate people are fat people. So fat they would break the table, so they do it in the back corner, and nobody bothers-

HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
Michael does not need much stimulation from me on real truth.

The  six major character strengths for real truth may be: 
Wisdom,  Courage, Humanity, Justice, Temperance, Hope and Humor.

We may not have them all? 
 So perhaps, we have to wait a bit?  Agreed? 

B: Do I have the strengths for a truthful character? Perhaps not!  But I do my best, my love.

K: Of course. But you do still play the same old games every year, pretending you can’t hear or remember anything I say.
B:  Well my old old old memory is a bit weak.  Now I only seem to hear and remember good  things. Bad things are quickly forgotten.  I never get angry, except with myself when I lose something and just cannot remember where I put it … no idea where I put it…. until it suddenly … it re-appears … right in front of me … like magic … and I wonder where it went off  to … Well now, I only remember good things. So I am a happy old man.
K: Yes, but you don’ seem to forget that you keep hacking me!!! Always  with the same suggestion.  You want me as a retired MD  to start work again as a General Practitioner.  But I just want to do what I want, and I like us to share things now.
B:  Yes!! I agree. We must share things. I must give and you must take.  As some women get older they do take superiority and to give orders. But I tell you only the real truth and would never tell that to you, my love.
K: Thank you dear. You need guidance. You can’t hear very well. You forget where you left your glasses, but remember every detail of what happened to you on March 4th 1973.  So how can we expect you to tell the real truth?

M: You are truthful, but a bit hard, mother. He follows your instructions most of the time. We all have to! You are getting so like your mother, our  dear  grandmother, Madeline.
K: How dare you say that Michael I am nothing like my old mother.
B: Well to tell the truth…

M: If you dare father…
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
Now watch out for the  vices against real truth include: Greed, Arrogance, Anger, Laziness, and  Lust.
Do we have these? No!!! Well, yes, just a bit.
Sorry to bring that up. But we all l have  to get by somehow.

B:  I feel my vices.  Guilty again, but I do my best.  So I think that you Kate, do have certain loving similarities with your mother, my love.  So … although I would never tell you … overall … I find it easier to say ¨¨Yes¨¨  to all of your many, many, many, helpful loving instructions …  and then do what I want to.
M: So much for the real truth, Father.
K:  Yes, and you have to accept, Brian  … thjat you do love to exaggerate problems.
B: I thought I was always being very reasonable.
K:  A great illusion of  the wrong side of 50.  But you have given up alcohol for Lent.  No gin and tonic for 40 days.  Of course this is a bit hard you …and of course even harder on all of  the family!!

B: Lent seems so long this year. Days seem like months!  But I use self hypnosis to imagine , as I drink orange juice, that it is really gin and tonic. Onlly 18 days to go.  I might make it … one way … or another …of course? 
K: Both wiill be lovely for the whole family, dear!!

B: But seriously I do believe in real truth in the family, and so Michael’s attitude disturbs me. If he believes what he says, then we can’t believe anything he tells us.

M: Truth has to be modified, father. We have to avoid hurting people with too much painful reality.
K: Then what is real truth. Is it just our imagination?

M: I think there are so many versions of the truth; you have to choose the one to suit each particular situation. 

B: Once you do that you can say almost anything.  You can even avoid the truth by giving a false example.  Now Michael:  Have you ¨¨been on¨¨ drugs at college ?

M: Answer. No. No. No. I have not ¨¨been on¨¨ drugs!
B: Kate, it all depends on how you define … ¨¨been on¨¨ … and ¨¨drugs¨¨. ¨¨Been on¨¨ ... could mean long term months and months. Or it could mean just tried once.
M: And ¨¨drugs¨¨ could mean just aspirin.

K: So what answer do you give us? Ever tried them?

M: Actually yes!  I have tried several, but didn’t like them. So … No! … I have never ¨¨ been on¨¨ drugs long term.
B: Not yet? 
M: Yes!  True. But I may change my mind next week. So our real truth depends on how we define it. Now or the future?
K: Oh dear!  Need an hour to define  ¨¨real truth¨¨ or it can mean absolutely anything you I choose to make it.
B:  Well I do try to tell real truth, if I can remember it.  My ipad describes truth as … ¨¨collective thinking¨¨… what people decide to all believe … to  suit them best. 

K:  Your ¨¨Collective thinking¨¨ Brian, seems like a religious cult to me.  The Church believers seem to accept word of the bible, if it was only remembered, but not written for the first 70 years. But it is  such an inspiring truth to help millions of people to live good lives?
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORT

Now some embarrassing  challenges.

Should we compare our real truth beliefs,  with our actual behavior?. 
A bit painful?
Church values require love of God and … our neighbor … 
A bit difficult with those people next door?
The Ten Commandments would help us
Can we remember them all?
Not much truth in the media and business?

Is corruption epidemic?.

B:  Feeling guilty again!  But the New Testament gives us wonderful words, which long ago someone must have remembered,  to inspire us to lead a good caring truthful life.
M: Yes, but we have to adapt ¨¨real truth¨¨, to our collective thinking and ensure that it does not hurt other peoples feelings.

K: So perhaps we have to decide which truth we want to use in each  different situation, 20 times a day!  A bit painful?
M: Need to be truth to be flexible, Mother. Now with computers we can record  every  truth and make it available everywhere indefinitely
B: Too complex and confusing me.
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER

To make it even more confusing---

Google gives all  possible truths available. 
With or without any exaggeration?  
Multiple truths  from Facebook and Twitter. 
Can we believe  only the long versions? 
Electronic universal memory of everything  with unlimited numbers of  videos freely available-

Real truth or inevitable confusion?
B: But that is too complex and confusing me.  Not much truth in the media and business.  Can we believe the new  Internet, Michael?

M: Yes and no, Father.  With so many alternatives, how are we to decide what is right for us and not to harm others?  Answer, choose what suits us best.
K: Back to definition of truth. It can be manipulated … sorry … no must not use that bad word … it can be modified … to mean almost anything we decide that we need…  to achieve our personal objective … in time, place and audience.  So perhaps one real truth is difficult?


B: Oh dear! Perhaps it really must vary with our personal needs.  For example:   ¨¨Do you love me ? … response … of course dear¨¨ … no need to go into all of your strange habits which make it a bit painful …
K:  So we seem to agree on the need to seek real truth, despite the family difficulties.  But how to know the reality of what others really believe?

M:  My easy answer … body language … observe face, head, shoulders, arms and legs … they never lie … our real feelings are expressed  … not hidden, even controlled anger.

K: But why control anger. Surely anger is a natural right and response when someone does something that we and upsets us. We have the right to be angry?

B:  Yes, be angry but don’t express it to harm others. Blame yourself,  for anger a personal failure to control your emotions.  Better not communicate it harm others.  Go to the toilet instead!!

M:  We young people enjoy being angry. So we fail in real truth. I think it is a natural human right to be angry… but perhaps no right to express anger and punish others … Is that reasonable?
K: Yes, but perhaps better to respond with  modified truth without expressed anger. Then we really are in control.
B:  What about the request: ¨¨Now really tell me the truth …¨¨ . Do we tell it?
K: Within limits of not harming, yes!

B: So Kate, you ask  me: ¨¨Now honestly, how I look tonight? Can I tell you:  ¨¨Well … getting a bit old, too fat, too many lines on the face, hands a bit worn … but I still love you … anyway¨¨?
K:  Yes. Thank you Brian. And now I can reply with some real truth … ¨¨You are very old, too feeble, terrible memory, drooping miserable face of 90 years ,,, but you do have some hair … and I still love you¨¨  How is that for real truth? 

B: Thank you, my love!  I only remember good things anyway. 
K: So, perhaps, we can say the real truth when we add love. A compliment at the end, to make the other person  feel content … and to remember only the nice not the bad things?
M:  Thank you old old parents, now I can tell you …  you are both over the hill of age … still able to function despite old fashioned ideas of dominance about life… with out of date values and lifetime experience … but I do love you both anyway …¨¨.  How is that for real truth in the family?
B:  Excellent and welcome.  Real truth is a great caring compromise.  Now can I be completely open on family feelings? Or should negative feelings be kept secret.  Here is some real truth … and I am too frightened to say it …
M: Say it Father!  
B:  No I am too scared.

M: Come on, be brave. Say it father.

B: OK I will be brave. Dear. Kate, I really cannot stand all your continual correction of my daily personal habits, developed over my long long life as part of my personality …but I still love you, Kate?

K:  Thank you Brian. I am glad Michael encouraged you.  Now Michael.  Let me give you some real truth: ¨¨Actually, I just don’t like your devotion to computer games, going to bed late, getting up late, not wearing pyjamas, getting angry so easily with so little self-control … etc etc…. is that OK … if I add … but I do love you anyway?

M: Actually … Yes, it is OK.  Your truthful criticism can be endured when accompanied by love?  I feel the same way about Father, when you keep saying the same boring thing over and over …

B:  OK accepted. No pain. Now tell why a beautiful young women like you, allowed yourself to be dominatrd by me for thirty years …and now as an older women …  less beautiful  … no sorry !! …got that wrong ,,, … older women so beautiful in a different way … have become dominant and has taken over? …and of course I still both of them …  the old and new!
K: Because women are now superior to men, Brian. In the new electronic age,  the old  physical strength is no longer needed to manage the family and indeed to manage the world.
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER

Now we really are getting into the reality of real truth…

In 2014 women are becoming superior to men.
Taking over both in family and in politics? 
When men are on the wrong side of 50 … 
Women make the key family decisions? 
Women dominant! 
Oh no, no, no  … not dominant … just lovingly diplomatic?
Not much real truth in  the business and politics?

Need  women to stop the epidemic of truth corruption.

B: Is that real truth, Kate?
K: Yes Brian, gentle loving diplomacy! I have told you so many times already… but I do it so carefully … you see, I love you … and women like to leave their men with the gentle illusion … of being still in control. 
B: So the critical management skill of the dominant woman is … gentle loving diplomacy!  You see Michael, and your mother does it does it so well.
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER. 

The family may  judge  whether a truth is right and wrong.
Normally the women  decide!

Real truth may create a challenging  environment.
Should  men  sound  a warning about this?

No, no, just give a smile with a discreet silence. 
M:  So you see, Father.  The world of male domination is changing.  Oh dear.  Perhaps old age may be painful?  Perhaps we  should all die off at 50 like in the past, rather than live on to 120 years as it will be the future.
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORT

Now a little story 

In the wonderful film Nebraska, an old old man thinks he has won a million dollars, has  to go to Nebraska to get it, and then buy a new truck, and then drive it, and then buy an old machine. All dreams!  No million dollars won! 

And thus the old father which makes his son extremely  angry.  

Things happen but in a wonderful ending, the loving son, makes his father’s mad dreams  become real truth, with love and very creative use of his  limited resources, without  the need to win a million dollars-

Perhaps we can make impossible  dreams become  real truth  for others, with loving creativity?.

B: You know, I feel the same about winning the Euro Millions with 20 million dollars.  Kate would make my mad dreams about the cash, come true, if only I could remember what they were. -are.

K; Of course, dear- I do it all the time, like the wife of  thec old fool in the movie. We  need to throw out past truths to help us to the new reality.

B:  Well, now Kate has convinced mw. I now believe in the real truth with love.  Alas not much truth in the business and politics with an epidemic of crime and corruption.  Perhaps needs women in control to put things right at last? Perhaps it will help us all to be happy and to lead a truthful caring life. You have convinced me, Kate!!
M: So where do we stand on real truth in the family? 

K: We need it for a happy family life. 
M: Do we want the real truth in the family?

K: Yes, we do … with love …

M:  Can we do it in the family?

K: Yes, we can. 
M: What to do now?

K: Express it with love, without anger, to help people and not to harm them.  
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
SO REMEMBER …

Well, that was a busy day …

Perhaps, Impossible problems can be resolved with real truth and love, in the family
But what about in business and politics.  The world epidemic corruption must huge negative impact  on ¨¨real truth¨¨ on  the values and behavior of young people, especially if they are unemployed for a long time.

So my next research session in Act 2 will be on real truth in business. 
We will have the CEO of a quoted company 41 years old, who has a problem,  a very experience professional auditor 49 years old and a professor in a business school  over the limit,  61 years old, but still teaching an MBA program.
B: Well that was a tough morning …  and I believe we can be a truthful loving family …  as real truth with love, becomes possible to helps us all … to find  joy in helping others   … so now?  

K: Time for lunch …  Are you cooking again Michael?

END OF ACT 1

Act 2 – Business

Actors at lunch in the Business Club:

CEO of a major quoted company

Director/Professor – international business school

Partner –  international auditing  firm
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
Now we have the CEO of a major quoted company, a Director/Professor – in an international business school and a Partner –  an international auditing firm

On we go to get them excited ....

In business I never lie ... unless I have to! (Multinational CEO) 

In Switzerland any “ whistle blower” on a senior executive  fraud, will certainly be fired and unable to get another job in the country,  while the “guilty executive” will be gently warned to behave better in the future.” (Anonymous)  
Fined billions, a major international bank  for illegal transactions, it still gives the president a huge Xmas bonus. (Associated. Press)
Perhaps business mangers govern business organizations, not for the stakeholders, but their own benefit and for  their  associates.(Professor  Robert Jackal)

Ask a management accountant the question:  ¨What is one plus one?¨

and how does he reply?

He shuts the door, closes the windows, and whispers: ¨How much would you like it to be, Sir¨?

Let’s see what is going happen when they explore truth, real truth in business.

ACTION

CEO:  Well it is so nice of you business experts to have lunch with me at the Business Club.  Our company works has always worked honestly with our stakeholders:  shareholders, workers, cusomers, suppliers, community etc.  But  now I have as a  special  problem.  So I am glad to welcome you for discussion. 
Director/Professor : That is very challenging. Perhaps my business school  can write a new case study about your problem,  which may help you and our MBA students. You could then attend and contribute to the case discussion.  
C: Thank you. That would be exciting.

Partner:  Now as a chartered accountant and professional auditor I am at your disposal.  How can I help you? 
C: It’s a problem of real truth in business.  As CEO of the company I feel responsible that we have forgotten to declare 20  million of profit from a very special confusing China operation over five years. It worries me. We have to be truthful to the tax authority and declare it to our auditor. All the money is safe in Chinese bank accounts. The Chinese told me it was all tax free and need not be declared.  There was still a risk, so better not to report it. But now things seem  to have changed.
P: Just my field.   In my firm we in real truth in business.  We do professional financial audits but we also have provide consulting  taxation services.  And yet we always can find useful alternatives for resolving difficult problems.
C.  In my company every manager is required to sign our ¨¨Company Ethical Code¨¨ each year.  We believe in real truth to be legally  and ethically to all of our stakeholders.  Of course we do have competitive secrets and we sometimes excite customers  with a bit of hopeful truths in marketing our products,   Our publicity must always be more hopeful. Thus comply with the laws, which tax wise are confusing and keep changing, so that only specialist can really understand them. We do our best.
P: Yes, but perhaps in business real truth may be a bit expensive.

C: So tell me as professional auditor, what is the current situation on real truth in the business world?

P: Real truth requires legal and ethical management with no corruption, which has existed in business and politics  for generations.   Corruption may be illegal, even legal or just un-ethical.  It may involves:  bribes, extortion, embezzlement, fraud, favoritism, nepotism, illegal political contributions, abuse of human rights, criminals acts  etc. etc.  without limit. 
C: Oh dear.

P: Corruption survives when it is regarded as ¨¨normal business¨¨. Corruption is secret and seldom discussed.  By contrast Anti-corruption is a very popular topic for discussion (“talk”) but not for action. This applies to companies, government, NGO’s and the UN too!!!  There are so many ethical and anti-corruption organizations all publishing long lists of ethical standards. But in 2014 worldwide corruption is epidemic!! Hence the need for us with financial audit.

HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
To get them excited: 

In business don’t believe in any financial reports unless they audited.

Be sure that the audited is not family related to the CEO.

Case:  CEO of ENRON implored employees to 'walk the talk' (i.e. integrity, team work, loyalty etc.) with a very  complex ENRON Ethical Code, designed by faculty member of the Harvard Business School.
Result? Meanwhile top executives were involved in desperate corruption to assure ENRON survival. Final result? ENRON Liquidation and criminal charges.  End  of the famous Arthur Andersen accounting firm- 

Case: Middle East. Major French oil company in partnership with local Turkish company for oil distribution, suddenly found that all the cash had “disappeared” to finance another local Turkish company.  
Result? Protest.  Luckily  no  assassination!!   “Mafia like” meeting requesting the cash back. Very nervous delay. Suddenly cash repaid.  End of partnership. 

Case: The professional accounting firm, KPMG is currently being sued for 4 billion dollars for possible financial auditing negligence caused in the 2008/9 financial crisis. 
Result? KPMG providing consulting services,  got too enthusiastic about tax avoidance which became illegal tax  evasion.

P:  We make the audit as a professional examination of internal control systems, and financial reporting in accordance with internationally accepted auditing and accounting standards.

C: Do you guarantee the validity of the financial reports?

P: No we just say…¨¨Inn our opinion …” they are in accordance with international standards.

C: And it they are but still wrong? Are you reswponsible.

P:  No. Only responsible if we did not do a proper professional audit. But you cannot believe any business financial reports not audited by professional accountants!

C: No fraud or corruption?

P: Not guaranteed!  But we do offer also offer an SRA Social Responsibility Audit to check on ethics, environment, community responsibilities etc. But nobody wants it. They prefer to just provide convincing publicity of their public image with no audit.

C: Oh dear. Why? 

P:  Well because business in many countries is not very ethical. Hence the phrase: ¨¨Go along …and get along!¨¨
D: But business schools are concerned about ethics and real truth in business. Hence  at  the The Harvard Business School 50% of the MBA program graduates introduced a new CSR Corporate Social Responsibility code into the graduation ceremony. Getting closer to a UN Compact 10  principles of ethical business management with concern for environment, ethics, community responsibility etc. This needs SRA which is only legally required  for quoted companies in Sweden. 

C: Only Sweden? Why not other countries-

P: Our cultural values not yet up to it. Quoted companies publish a very a mass of data on their wonderful environmental, community and ethical concerns, but are terrified to have and external audit, so there no real truth external verification of what they say. So they ask you to believed them, even though know we would never believe their financial reports without audit!  Is it amusing?
C: No it’s terrifying!

HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
More ammunition  on the reality of real truth in business.
Case: Asia:  US business in factory partnership with a local Chinese company. The partner steals all the machinery from the factory.  
Result? Legal action but judgment not enforceable.

Case: Business manager - Sometimes I lie awake at night and ask where I have gone wrong in corruption … in my life … 
Result? A voice replies …this is going to take much longer than one night …. 
Case: Case: MBA - Reaction to the typical ethics and corruption prevention MBA course is a polite:  “Nice to know, but not very helpful for my career in business.
Result?  I  prefer to spend my time on an additional finance or marketing course.”
In published research, 56% admitted to cheating during MBA exams. Result? What hope for real truth and ethics from these MBA’s?
D: Not at my business school. We believe in real truth!!!

P: You hope.  But do you have validation to prove it?  Young MBA managers may have many dangerous creative new ideas,  when in business difficulty.  Survival is the key value.
D: Why? Perhaps Professor Robert Jackall has the answer to real truth in business in his book: ¨Moral Mazes – The World of Corporate Managers¨ published by Oxford University Press. Go along to get along!
P: No. No. I think many bosses do their best for stakeholders, but they like to govern the business organizations with their own new bureaucratic moral values, for their own benefit and for their key associates, perhaps not really a priority for shareholders, workers, customers or suppliers or communities. 

D: Perhaps determine the ¨¨real truth¨¨ in the day to day occupational ethics that guide the behavior of subordinates. Perhaps they protect themselves as they pack the hierarchies below them, as well as boards of trustees nominally above them with associates who understand and accept the same new bureaucratic moral values.
C:  Perhaps it would ensure their Xmas bonus? Oh dear.  Any ¨¨real truth¨¨ in the tough world of business, where we have to somehow survive?

P: Yes a lot of published truthful information, but sometimes, real truth is not helpful for the essential company public image, and so they need our financial audits to protect them.
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
Some amusing examples-

Case: Tax - small business owner cheats on income tax for 20 years and puts all cash in the name of his wife. 
Result? She runs off with the chief salesman and all the money. 

Case: US SEC - Today, there is much more accountability. SEC statistics revealed that in 1999, there were some 10,000 whistle blowing complaint filings for the year. 
Result? Today  there are over 50,000 complaints  MONTHLY.  But it  takes time to check them out, so don’t hold your breath.

Case: Expenses - manager finds that his favorite salesman cheats on expenses. 
Result? Does nothing, because the salesman gets the best sales  orders.
P:  So be careful. In the past fraud or corruption was so often punished just by fines. American banks have had to pay not millions, but billions of dollars for not telling the truth about business transactions. But now prison sentences are beginning  to be charged.
C; Oh dear. I’m getting worried. 

P: Not to worry we will help you to find alternatives.
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Case: Director of a major European  company accused  of over $1,000,000 dollars of  bribery through Lechtenstein accounts. to pollticians for contracts. Over 300  managers quietly involved.   
Result? Company anti-fraud manager informed the financial director and was told to stop interfering.  Director  sentenced  to 2 years prison  (excused for age and ill-health“) and a peanut fine of $100.000. 
Lechtenstein positive business culture which is so kind to business which has been kept confidential for ages ... until now?
Case: Indonesia  government employed  “gate-keepers” in the public service, who sold investment and manufacturing licenses to willing foreign investors.  
Result? Investors  bribed Indonesian officials  to get fiscal concessions, such as tax exemptions and duty-free imports of machinery, free land and, cheap labor without any safeguards under the labor laws and social security legislation.
Case: Cost - manager required staff to re-negotiate purchase contracts to achieve 20% reduction in cost. 
Result? When the renegotiation was done, the manager rewarded the staff, he liked but not the others.   

D: Yes but the auditing companies are now being sued for millions in some fraud cases, for ¨¨incompetence¨¨. 

P:  Yes, but not to worry over lunch … we will help you to find an alternative for you.

C; Thank you indeed.  So glad you came to lunch.

D:  Our MBA students become financially very creative- But we don’t encourage them to be create ¨¨financial creative¨¨  We  motivate honesty in business. Our role is education not punishment of offenders.

P:  Do you have any feedback? We check on our chartered accountant members who are complained about for ¨¨irregularities¨¨. If guilty we fine them or even kick them out of the Institute of Chartered Accountants. Do you get any feedback on the ¨¨irregularities¨¨ of your MBAs?
D:  Not yet, but now you have motivated me. I am going to find out.

HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER

Can’t resist giving you the advice on real truth in business from  a selection of  HBS MBA alumni in April 2014 

Too much real truth and money can make you just as unhappy as too little.

I  would worry less about trying real truth to please other people.

Humans need real truth,  to do doing meaningful work at any age, or they die off.

My definition of the success of real truth, is that it makes me publicly useful and privately happy

Be kind with real truth and the world will roll on without you.

I know now, what I never knew before, never give up real truth because things and attitudes can and will change.

One of the best  things that can happen is to get fired. It forces change and if managed correctly, can result in real truth improvement.

Don’t take any pills for real truth.  My mother is still alive at 101 and she hasn’t taken a pill or years. I don’t follow that advice, but it comes from a very good source.

Have fun with real truth. You’ll be dead a long time.

D:  Harvard alumni advice is probably close to real truth. For two year MBA at HBS, invest about $200,000,  and with success,  expect the cash to be recovered  very quickly. Real truth! 
C: So back to my real truth problem.  How will the auditor react?  Perhaps it is all his fault because he failed to detect the China $20 millions after five years of auditing with high fees.  How do the professional accountants really feels about real truth in business?
P:  We chartered accountants have a tradition as ¨¨the honest man of business¨¨.  Most business here is 90 % very ¨free” for corruption, but not in some countries, where they may do almost anything to survive.  
C: Or not pay tax, like me?

P:  We recognize there must be some competitive secrecy to survive.
The trouble is the politicians-

C: Politicians?

P: Yes, they need cash for election. Companies provide cash-. So they feel ¨¨ethically obliged” to help companies that helped them …

C: Ethically obliged?

P:  Yes, and those companies are frightened of SRA because it might embarrass them inn the tough world of doing business where corruption is ¨¨normal business¨¨-

C: Normal business¨¨?

D: May I contribute to support my friend.  Politicians then prevent the government passing laws to required quoted companies to have both financial audit and SRA. And I won’t my friend with the disaster of Arthur Andersen and with so many corruption cases due to creative accounting.
P: Thank you.  So we do our best for real truth in the reality of the tough national and international business environment, with no guarantees. It is so hard to check on all the growing complex internet possibilities for financial manipulation. Fraud is becoming very creative in 2014.
C: But surely truth is vital for long term profitable business relationships with all the stakeholders.  With international accounting standards surely the business financial reporting is close to real truth?

P:  Almost always, yes. But alas there are limits-

D: Oh yes. In case of bankruptcy, what is the first thing the shareholders should do?

P: Alas … sue the auditor!

D: Yes, but you also make a fortune on tax and consulting services?

P: True. Tax avoidance not evasion is a key activity.  Alas in some countries like China, Russia and India  bribery of government officials is  ¨¨normal business¨ and often the only way to survive in the tough environment. 
C; But how can a company conceal bribery?  
P; Very easy. Their hire a national public relations consultant-

C: We have a public relations consultant in each major foreign business country. And like all our senior managers, they must sigs our ¨¨Company Ethical Code¨¨ every year.

P: That’s nice.

D: Very good annual routine.  Yes, laws in different countries are often so different, that it is hard to know whether something secret is legal or not. And yet there is always the need to try be 100% truthful with a good ethical code really working well

C: Try? 

P: Yes, without Professor Robert Jackall’s sad impressions of business unethical reality.
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More  about Jackall  to worry you. 

Jackall:  Investment bankers made the market for the bundling and securitization of doubtful home mortgages, corporate bonds, and commercial real estate loans, with complex derivative instruments to chain financial institutions together  in ways that prove fatal when the market declines. 
Result? Financial crisis. Banks too big for the government to let them go bankrupt, so they helped them to survive, make profits and even pay huge Xmas bonus  to senior management. 
Case: Africa. Company employed an external consultant to install the latest computer management systems. 

Result? After two months they disclosed to him (in confidence) that only 25% of the business transactions were actually recorded in the books. The rest were “under the table¨¨ to avoid tax.  A Nigerian cultural norm.?

Perhaps business schools should teach management ethics so that SRA can become accepted as essential, like financial audit,  for every quoted company.
D:  SRA for every MBA. I feel attacked.  We believe in truthful company reporting to ensure fairness to all stakeholders and continuity of economic development.  Our MBA training is designed  for management to reward  to all company stakeholders with SRA values.

P: But what about the integrity and ethical management?  With epidemic corruption surely your international business school should set the standards not merely for company survival, but also for real truth and ethical management. Why not promote annual external SRA for every quoted company, like Sweden where it is legally required?
D:  A good question.  Answer Business and Politics!  Governments do not require SRA and Business says: ¨¨It is too expensive!¨¨

C: Too expensive like financial audit?

D: Yes , except in Sweden, with special cultural values.  In other countries, the  quoted companies cling to secrecy to survive and are afraid an SRA that would reveal unethical management practices.

P: But surely your successful alumni would have no need of unethical management practices and could establish a new norm of truth in business.

D: We have never tried getting alumni to adopt SRA.  Need change some political and cultural values, in countries where corruption is  accepted as ¨¨normal business¨¨, and thus ¨¨real truth¨¨ becomes irrelevant in that business environment.  Nobody is sympathetic to a business that fails to survive!!!
C: So where does that leave me with my problem? Can I admit the error and sue the auditor for incompetence? Or sue the bank? Or just go to jail myself?
D:  For every financial problem there are always seven alternatives in this tough business world. Are you truthful in your business?

.D: So you can admit to the tax problem. Who does your tax reporting?

C: Our audit firm, which has a consulting and a tax branch which earns  high fees from us.

D: There you have it.  Declare all and hold the auditor/consulting/tax firm responsible for any penalties above the tax due.
C:  Great idea! Thank you  indeed!  That resolves my problem.  You have earned your lunch.  
D:  Question 1. - So now where do we stand on real truth in business? Do we want real truth?

P:  Only when legally required for all quoted companies, to really validate reinforce the company ethical code, signed each year by every manager.

C: And at the moment only validated  Sweden. But I wonder how they do business in China?

P: Good question for next time.

D: Question 2 - Do we need an ethical management code and an SRA legally required (like Sweden)  with annual external audit to ensure compliance?

P: Yes, to motivate managers to comply with the ethical code.  Great  great public relations for the first company to do it.

C: I hope they are very profitable, because it is always easier to be ethical if you have lot of cash available to ensure survival. 
P: Not likely to be an immediate priority for the current cultural business environment  in China, Russia and India. But who knows about real truth in the future-

D: Question 3 - Is business honest and transparent?  
P: Yes and No.  It claims to be.  It often is.  It needs to appear to be for long term activity and survival.  When we are very profitable and secure, we can easily afford to be honest and transparent. When in trouble … who knows?
C:  We want to be.  But in foreign business anything can happen. In Russia sometimes the cars of competitors blown up.  Could corruption here could get worse over time and result in a criminal society.  Yes!  Need to change the politics! 
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Now watch out for this true story.

Case: Russia. Galina Starovoitonova was a fearless campaigner against the exploding crime, bribery and corruption  as a 52 year-old independent Member of Parliament. 

She exposed corruption in the Russian Parliament, showing how members of the legislature were making deals with organized crime, even appointing them as parliamentary assistants to exempt them from traffic laws and to obtain other perks. 

She  threatened to expose corruption at the highest levels of the St. Petersburg municipal politics. 
So what happened?

P: I seem to have read a Russian news report of Galina Staro something, but I can’t remember what happened-

D: It was many years ago. 

C: Now I am curious because we do have business in Russia.
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Here is what happened.  True story. It may help you to change yout ideas about real truth.

Result? In November 1998, two people shot her at close range in the stairwell of her St. Petersburg apartment building. They were such confident contract killers that they left their guns behind and did not bother to masquerade as thieves by stealing anything
D: So watch out for the impossible to happen to you in your Russian business.  What to do …?
P: Always seven alternatives in business?

C: Perhaps … subcontract it to someone else?

D:  We need real truth in business.  We must start somehow to make an honest, truthful business community which takes responsibility for all the stake holders, in a stable political environment without corruption.

C: What to do? 

P: Change the politics. For every quoted company legally require two audits. 
C: Are secretly promoting your consulting business?

P:  No. No. We have plenty of work. We believe in truth in business with both Financial and SRA for every quoted company, on major stock exchanges.  It will be a financial revolution!
C:  Now I am recovering.  This was a great  discussion and sometimes very painful.  We all seem to want real truth in business.  We must find a way to make it possible and stop ourselves accepting corruption as  ¨¨normal business¨. 
D:  Uncontrolled corruption (like Russia) gets worse and worse over time.  Urgent need to do something …not just for today, but for our children in the future.
P: Need to motivate politics to take action for more real truth in business.
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SO REMEMBER …

In business I never lie ... unless I have to! (Multinational CEO) 
In Switzerland any “ whistle blower” get fired (Anonymous)  

Fined billions, a major international bank  for illegal transactions, it still gives the president a huge Xmas bonus. (Associated. Press)
Bosses govern business organizations for their own benefit and for  their key associates.¨(Professor David Jackal)
For  business corruption  to be resolved  will need new political values.

To achierve the impossible in business, perhaps women is the answer, for more creative use of existing resources?

So my next research in Act 3 will be a tough UK political interaction between socialists, conservatives and the church,  an old authority on life  style values, with difficulties in 2014.. 

D: Right!  So now is the time for a drink together? 

C: Well-earned indeed!  And news for you two.  I have just decided to adopt SRA  for my company starting this year. 
P: Thank you! And I am ready to help you with your problem!
C: Agreed!
END OF ACT 2
Act 3 – Politics

Actors at the Bishops residence:

Labour – politician MP
Conservative – politician MP
Bishop of the Church
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So now  the  research in Act 3 will be a tough political interaction between socialists, conservatives and the church,  which used to set our life style values, but now has difficulties. 

How do people feel about real truth in politics? 

We believe in democracy, but the US is a republic not a democracy, and neither is the UK.

Democracy should be for everyone not just the elite, so real truth in politics is just not possible.
The business  control  TV, press, politicians and the government too..

Obama and Cameron are not transparent, they serve the elite not the general population.

Ukraine is a typical example of no real truth in politics.  US and Russia blame each other and will say and do anything to get what they want with no real truth at all!!  The EU and the UN are powerless to stop conflict developing. World war 3 coming up?
Let’s see what is going happen.

ACTION

B I am so happy you could come here today to discuss truth, real truth in politics today. As a bishop of the church I am very concerned.  I am sure we all believe in it.
L:  Of course. As a Socialist Labour MP, I fully agree with you. Our party defends democracy, the workers and the truth.
C:  Yes indeed . And as Conservative MP, I must also agree with you. Truth is very important inn politics.  And find it so sad that nowadays with our democracy, only 60 % of the people normally bother to vote.
L:  Truth in politics is a key Socialist  value and that concerns me too. One of the few Conservative things we agree on. 
B: But it seems that the general population in the UK has become skeptical about politics, and I want to know why. What is the real truth in politics? 
L: Very hard to define when talking about the past and the future. All a matter of  interpretation. Perhaps there may sometimes be no real truth. 
B:  I support real truth to help and not harm people.  Sometimes we may need to modify  what we say. Can there be much truth in politics, when you have to fight hard to be elected, get power, control the government, and satisfy all the people … and then despite some disasters, somehow get re-elected?  Is real truth a possible priority?

L:  Yes. In a way. We try hard to be and appear to be truthful. We need to excite people, but people are all so different they want to do and hear different  things.  So we have to be careful and selective.  
B: Selective? You want to motivate people to vote and so you need to make it both dramatic and exciting. Perhaps we do too.  
L:  Yes. The people all have such different  views of what they want to  believe, hear and hope for, so it is quite a challenge.  People want reinforcement from us to give them hope, for the future.  Hope!  So we do our best to make the truth exciting, and give hope in spite of continual criticism?
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Some published  humorous  views if politicians may surprise you. 
William Hague
"This Minister should go far...and the sooner he starts, the better!"

Danny Alexander
"He certainly takes a long time to make his pointless!"

Gordon Brown
"He brought a lot of joy to so many - whenever he left the room!"

And this happens to politicians every day. 
C:  Hopefully it is not real truth, so we survive it somehow.  

B. Well done. It does not happen to me.  But some of the things you claimed  to do, seem to get forgotten when you are elected.  And you never seem apologize for mistakes.  Is that truthful?
L: Yes and no.  When we talk about the future actions, we speak truthfully about our hopes, but alas sometimes the resources to achieve them may not become available.  We cannot control the whole world.
C: And  America tries so hard to do so!

L:  True. But we try to emphasize hopes, not sad failures.  Too depressing.  Politics must be optimistic.  So we tend to repeat the news of our successes, to give more hope to many different people.  We speak a relevant truth to encourage  them. Is that not truthful?
C:  Not really.  You Socialists, have to accept that sometimes you lie, in a very persuasive way, as if it were all true.
L:  No absolutely denied. We do not deliberately lie, but it might happen by mistake.  

B:  So with all of this selective truth it might be a bit hard to believe that the real truth is ever politically spoken, in your future plans.
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To get them excited …

Professor  Robert Jackall: There is no such thing as truth; everything is interpretable. Crisis  is always the first priority and must be covered.

A whole range of selective explanations, excuses, and justifications, is always available, designed for specific internal and external audiences. 

Case:  Audiences differ. Making a “grease payment” to a customs official  at home,  faces criminal penalties.  But in Africa it is accepted as  just normal business.  
Case:  World Bank  data shows that there is a low degree of corruption in in East Asia (10%) and EU (10%). Corruption in  South Asia (60%) and Africa is very high (60%). 

Watch out!

L:   Yes. But please wait a moment. What is the real truth about the future?  That is a matter of perception, emotional investment and time? How can we really know what will happen in the future, until time comes? Politics is all about planning for a better future. It can always be hope not proven validated reality.  Anyway we Socialists are protecting both the the workers and the poor, not only the elite rich people. Conservative  economic development  is not much help for people living in poverty.
C: Do you really believe that?  We, Conservatives serve all of the people with economic prosperity for all, not just the workers.  If your trade unions get too powerful they may ruin business and cause unemployment and economic disaster. So, for economic prosperity for all vote Conservative next time please, as the real truth.

L: Real truth? Oh dear, but what about your government with 20% unemployment, allowing car manufacturing to move overseas, tolerating corruption, leaving control of TV and newspapers in control of the elite.,  Huge bonuses for bank executives who caused the financial crisis, business financing of MP’s to get elected, hidden political pressures protecting business from SRA   … secrets, so often never revealed?

B:  Well the Conservatives are convinced that can always  bring economic development to benefit everyone, just as depression harms everyone.  So difficult to believe with high youth unemployment 40% in 2014.  This is both mental and financial prosperity?  Perhaps that is why only 60% of the people vote. They may not believe  what you say?

C:  You are overstating it just a little bit.  As Conservatives we need to get elected, to govern and get re-elected by a highly diverse population, with different priorities. But on economic development, they will all agree because it provides:  work, cash, education,  housing etc. This the only acceptable political real truth that is really communicated. The rest is quickly forgotten.
B:  Yes, and I accept that you Conservatives and Labour both have very good intentions for all in the country. Now happens when you make hopeful promises which for good reason are not be  achieved.  Surely that is what creates doubt and skepticism in the people.  Hence it becomes is so easy to believe anything hopeful, you fellows say, to be elected and re-elected.  Perhaps your real truth is highly flexible and skillfully adapted to different audiences, not just domestic but also for foreign relations.
C: Foreign relations?  Well Conservatives have so much more practical experience than Labour. We are the experts.
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Political pressures make real  truth very difficult.

Internal party pressures coming from personal conflict, management change, ambition for power or even just sharing cash. Watch out!
External pressure coming  from  foreign governments, UN, EU and other  foreign sources.
With general worldwide recession, insecurity and uncertainty, it is easy to set high standards of real truth in politics, but so difficult to live up to them.

In every foreign country big business will never give bribes to governments.  But they will appoint a special  Public Relations Agent, a rather high fee, to ¨¨handle¨¨ government relations., with no legal or tax  problems at all.
C:  Yes, pressure in foreign relations is a tough problem. Acceptable real truth seems to differ with culture. We need relations with different countries and cultures and we need to achieve trust. Cash is helpful tool for good communication with China, Russia, and India, who may force us into selected  but different versions of  real truth.

L:   And historically this applies to so many  ¨¨experienced¨¨  Conservative governments.  So often past truths are easily forgotten. In 1914 the Conservative government declared war and expected it  to last 6 weeks. It lasted 4 years with millions dead.  Was real truth ever valued to avoid this terrible war? So much for Conservative foreign relations expertise.
C:  Well we cannot know future real truth until it happens. And historically Labour support, in WW2 produced 5 years of war and millions dead.  Did the cooperating Labour party in the government, bear responsibility for enough real truth to prevent us from declaring a war again?  No. All forgotten. 

L:   Yes and for lack of real truth, think again about the war crimes they committed.  Women and children in Dresden and Hiroshima, but no one punished.   And the future cost of possible new war is never talked about. Such real truth does not seem to be politically relevant to those old old politicians who want commit young troops to combat and death in Afghanistan, Libya, Africa etc. 
C: True, but we do our best.
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More published  humorous  views for you political fellows have to live with. 
Ed Miliband
"If you give him a penny for his thoughts, you'd get change!"

 David Cameron
"He should do some soul-searching - he might just find one!"

 William Hague
"He's better at sex than anyone I know - Now all he needs is a partner!"

(
 David Cameron
"You can always tell when he's lying - whenever his lips are moving!"

own"

Which politicians have to bear every day.
L:  We may do your best for real truth in politics, but sometimes  we  create  illusions to influence the people which way to go.  And yet churches seem to go along with us and bless the fighters.  
B: No, No we do not support war. But we do just try to give comfort to  the young soldiers,  who are going be a long way from the truth of  church services and the bible.
L:  Agreed.  The church does it’s best despite the politics and real truth may not be available. The big problem with real truth in politics is the incredible power of cash. We need cash to get elected.  Business provides the cash, so we owe the donors some return for their investment in us.

C:  And in some countries, not ours of course,  corruption in government and politics is epidemic with secret  multiple pay offs, expense claims, political sale of public business to associates, graft in the government officials.  China charged 180,000 officials with corruption in 2013. That is a reality which we would both like to change to a more ethical and truthful environment for government officials everywhere.
L:  Agreed indeed.  So Bishop, what is the church doing to help us?  
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Now here is a very sad reality of  church and politics.

In 1989, six of the most distinguished Jesuits in the world were viciously murdered at the Central American University in San Salvador  by a battalion of the Alcatl regiment.
The regiment was American trained at Fort Benning, Georgia, USA.!! 

The Jesuits were killed because they believed a better life was possible and should be achieved. 
That religious and political  belief immediately qualified them as communists.  

Communists!!  So they were killed  because they politically dared to question the status quo of both business elite and the politicians.

So much for real truth in politics.

Better also  be very very careful in Latin America. 
B:  San Salvador was a terrible conflict involving church and politics.  Truth used to come from the church, but nowadays our members are mainly older people.  Young working (or unemployed)  people seem to only come  to church  for christening, weddings and funerals.  
C; Perhaps they come for ceremonies and not to hear real truth. Perhaps  it is not important for them! 

B:  Sad indeed but we try hard for real truth with children until they leave home and go to work. Then we lose touch, but we hope they will remember and believe our powerful bible truths?  Our faith reinforces us. 
L:  Yes. I do, but my children don’t believe. They say: ¨¨Prove it!¨¨  But how we you prove it? The New Testament has no written record until for 70 years later. It may rely 2 generations memory passed on.  At my age, I can hardly remember last week.
B: Yes, you are a bit old. Perhaps old men should retire from politics?

L: Certainly not. Old age gives political experience.

B: Another truthful illusion?  Well, my Bible real truth is based on faith. Every religion has it’s faith and values. Nowadays well written down, with websites and videos too. But perhaps still hard to validate. 
C: In USA there are 3000 different churches.  The world of religious faith has Christian, Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist giving billions of people deep values about past, present and future truth. All based on faith which can never be validated as real truth.  So are we able to value real truth?
B:  Good question, but like politics, hard to validate. All religions are  a symbol of belief  in the faith and truth. Not just in the bible, but in everyday life, with the need to validate the truth of our faith and belief?

L :  Yes, but it does make me wonder whether politics is really a religion too. Based on faith and belief!
C: I to hate to agree with you, as a matter of principle … but perhaps you are right.  Political parties may be a bit like religious sects. I have never thought about it like that before.

B: Yes and like each church, we believe and claim to be the only ones with real truth. 
L: That too is a bit hard for young people to believe.

B:  Faith gives us all confidence in the good truthful life.  With faith, we have  love, honesty and truth to guide people to live a peaceful life together  
L:  Oh dear. Is peace too another illusion, when there seems to be eternal universal conflict in the world. Not just in politics but in religion too… run by very old men … who seem  to cause wars where the old live on, but the young men die young!  Can we forget  past?   Did the church do all sorts of untruthful things with war and torture etc. which today are hard to relate to love, honesty and real truth? 
B: Yes. perhaps we should forget past truths and concentrate on the truth of the present and the possible future truth.

C:  But we have all agreed that claims about the future are hope, and not validated truth.  Now as we are discussing so well together … may I dare … to bring up one church truth that has always bothered?  
B:  Yes. I am open.  What is it please?

C:  Hell. It is a key question of hell. Does hell really exist?  Or was it invented way back, to encourage people to be good join the church, to be saved from it?  In business we would call that effective marketing … of faith. But can validated it?  Is there a hell of suffering? Nobody has been there and come back to tell us.  
L: Well!  Now that you bring it up, you Conservatives do sometimes give me hell, but now you say you may not believe in it. So now I don’t know what to believe.
C: Well perhaps after death there is only heaven for all of us in all religions and politics too.  
L: With perhaps your Conservative daily hell, can be effectively  treated with a little gin and tonic, as being always available in a universal heaven?

C: Which with current population increases in billions, it may be a bit crowded.
B: No comment.  When we learn to laugh at our real truth difficulties, perhaps we can begin to change.

C: Yes, and so with no complete hell, religion may not need it to get new  members. 

L: And old old politicians, may not need to create reasons for new wars, where only the young men get killed.

B: Agreed because, we really cannot take responsibility for several hundred years of past religious wars. Perhaps they are best gently forgotten if favour of more hopeful real truth. I do believe in honesty and the need for real truth, in both church and politics, bring peace not conflict  to our society, learning to live together in peace.

C: Yes, agreed, without the need for aggression and continual conflict. 

L: Mind you, could it be that young men  enjoy conflict? Some even go  to countries in the Middle East to participate in conflict, with almost no real idea of why it is taking place.

C: Or why old men are causing it! 

B:  Yes, but it does make me wonder whether in the past you politicians invented new  problems  to promote conflict, get people excited, and so get you  elected. 
L:  Oh yes. So I am glad we have all agreed to forget the real truth of the sad past of  both church and politics, with so many painful real truths. Difficult for families who suffered, and continually repeat the real truth of sad suffering of so long ago, which make future joy for their own children, very difficult to achieve.  Need to change.
C: For my old suffering I take a little gin and tonic, which it works fine for me with my bad memory. 
B: Agreed.  So we forget the sad past. 
L: And plan the happy future with real truth and hope.

B: So now what are we to believe about real truth in politics?

L: Real truth in politics is claimed every day with the phrase: ¨¨Let me tell you honestly …¨¨, but in reality, it does not exist.  Real truth depends upon perceptions, values and opinions. In politics,  we seek  acceptable ¨¨real truth” to give hope and excite  the people.

C:  Agreed. Truth and  democracy  are very satisfying emotional perceptions of belief, which we really don’t need to change … even when disaster occurs.  We must just try to do our best!!

B: Can we believe what our leading politicians say is the real truth about the future?

C:  Yes and no.  They try to be truthful within limits. But they have to keep secret  their confidential political objectives  and beliefs, to be really effective in the political world of such a diversity of cultures and fundamental beliefs.

B: What to do about it?

L: My view. Get young people involved.  Hold politicians to account with free press, audit, effective legal regulation etc. to motivate more real truth, and behavior in the future without the need for corruption.  Use the  Facebook and Twitter political power houses, to create future peace not war.
C:  My view? I am a very old revolutionary conservatist !!   In 2014, get  the women back into political power and control. Like Mrs Thatcher.  Put the old old men out to rest at the golf club.  Recognize that old age may not give wisdom, when past political experience is no longer be valid for the new electronic world of the future.  

L:  I hate to admit it, but I agree.  Women in control will avoid the need for another world war with millions of  young casualties, simply to achieve the political objectives of old men, who are never punished but lived on and die off in luxury, despite all the suffering they have caused.
HUMOROUS NEWS REPORTER
TO REMEMBER

Real  truth, do we need it in family, business and politics? 

Or is it too painful?

Past, present and future truths compared with reality, is a necessary  exercise.  Perhaps we can avoid it?
The way we think about real truth, affects the way we live our lives. 
Do we really have to do it?
Right and wrong seem to depend on our view of real truth.
So many different versions?
The past can only exist privately inside our heads.
Remembering  only SOME of the real truth may be important.
So here ends my research on truth, and real truth, in family, business and politics. 
Let’s see what is going to happen , in my article next week.

I will be revolutionary-

I will suggest  that women are superior  and now can be in control of family, business and politics.

I may get fired! 
B:  Thank you indeed for such a stimulating but painful discussion.  I am  feeling inspired by the concept of  real truth of  the past, the present and the  future? Perhaps a little drink together, will help us to absorb our new perceptions for all three environments, family, business and politics?
L: Real truth?

C: In family, business and politics?  
B: Yes.  
C:  Real Truth? Do we do really  want it?  
L: Yes we do!  

B:  Perhaps, when we must learn to  laugh at ourselves … then we can 
begin to change for the better, and make real truth possible, living together with peace and care for others.
Act 4 – Introducing Professor Jackall

Special extra video with all the scenes of Professor destroying all the illusions of real truth in business and politics.

END OF THE  PLAY
Other comments:
Need to throw out past truths and adapt to the new reality.

First some published  humorous  views on individual politicians, which they have to live with.
Ken Livingstone
"I don't think he is a fool: but what's my opinion compared to that of millions of others!"

Nick Clegg
"His supporters would follow him anywhere... mostly out of morbid curiosity!"

 Jeremy Thorpe
"He set low personal standards and then consistently failed to achieve them!"

Tony Blair
"This man had delusions of adequacy."
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